
 

 

    

 

Get your motor(s) runnin’ 
Several club members getting closer to turning the key on rebuilds 
 

What do Valley of the Sun Pontiacs club members Rex McWhorter, Mike Grimm, Mike 

Cichonsky, Paul Baumgartner, and Gary Rude have in common? They all have Pontiac engines 

undergoing rebuilds – with some really close to turning the key. 

Guys like McWhorter, Cichonsky and Grimm – who has 

been working on the rebuild of his Pontiac 400 for the last 

two years (below, right) for his ’74 Ventura – are getting 

ready to roll.  

“I purchased the car in 2020 and everything leaked and I 

could not get the 350 to run smoothly,” 

Grimm said. “I believe the timing chain 

and the lifters were worn out. That and a 

very leaky transmission led to the 

rebuild. Some friends helped me pull the 

350 in December 2022 and installed the 400 and rebuilt transmission in 

November 2023. I am working through final issues before starting the engine 

for the first time. I get about 4 to 8 hours a week to work on 

my car, so the progress has been slower than I wanted.”  

McWhorter did his rebuild after needing to replace the 

starter on the 400 in his ’65 Lemans (top). “I did get my 

motor installed and running but there was a noise coming 

from the lower end so had to pull the motor and inspect the 

lower end again. I found a bolt on the baffle between the  

oil pan and the crank was too long and the baffle was vibrating.  

“Since I had it back apart I am re-checking the torque on the end caps and crank. It will be 

going back together in the next week or so. I have also decided to take my tranny out to add the 

lock up circuit on my 200-4R.” 

Others like Rude and Baumgartner are waiting patiently. “I am so excited to have my 455 

engine rebuilt. I feel like a little kid at Christmas!”  Baumgartner said on the club’s Facebook 

page.  – by Mark Neumann 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to RSVP to our annual club party on Feb. 15 

(see flyer) 
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             Club meeting this Wednesday night at Rudy’s! 

 



President’s Message 
 
Happy New Year to all! 

Now that we can put the holidays behind us, our club also had a great holiday 

season. Besides Pontiac Nights at the Pavilions and Mixteca, 17 members of our 

club cruised to the Toyz for Totz event in Wickenburg, bringing with them a 

generous cash donation from our club for Cops Who Care. Great weather, good roads, and some 

awesome Pontiacs and their owners made for a great day.  

On January 1, 38 people participated in the Saguaro Lake New Year's Day Cruise. The flu bug 

hit 4 of our members who were unable to attend with their cars, and some spouses /significant 

others who were not able attend although the other half did. Another impressive weather day and 

great roads and views made for a great day. A great lunch was had along with a custard stand stop 

afterwards. Door prizes were won by Tom Knecht, Dawn Hudson and Sam Hudson. Most 

importantly, new members attended, new friends were made and old friendships renewed with 

lots of laughs and smiles. Our family (club) keeps on growing. Some people also elected to watch 

the ASU Game vs. Texas. We totally understand that and on New Years Day, there are so many 

other events competing for our time.   

With that, I really want to urge all of our members to attend cruises and events that we have. 

Some members’ cars aren't up and running all the time. Remember that "we go for the cars but 

come for the people." If your car is down and you have to bring the daily driver, that's ok. Come 

on out!!!  

Getting ready for the MAG auction 

Upcoming for our club later this month is our annual participation as drivers in the MAG 

auction, taking place Jan. 20-27 at Cub’s Stadium at Sloan Park this year (a new location). 

On Feb. 1, we have a special event that VSP Board member Valarie Johnson is working on for 

us. It’s a full day of car shows, arts and crafts, BBQ cookoffs, music and other activities (see flyer 

elsewhere in this newsletter). Meanwhile, Club VP Mark Neumann, Mary Sundberg, Dodi 

Messer, and Frank and Toni Gostyla – our hosts this year – are planning our annual club party 

for Feb 15th. See the flyer elsewhere in this issue. We have 100 RSVPs already, but it is 

important to make sure that you participate if you sign up to come to cover our food costs.  

Finally, March 30 is our 27th annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac and GMC Car Show at 

the East Valley Institute of Technology in Mesa. The BOPC-GMC event is chaired by Club 

Board member Carl Bylander, who with his committee is working hard in putting together this 

quality show. Registration forms are in this newsletter – sign up now! Judging committee co-

chairs Mark Neumann and Mike Jewell are still looking for some judges for the show. Sign up at 

Wednesday’s meeting.  

In April we will be having our Annual Cruise and Breakfast at Phil's Filling Station. More 

to come on that. Finally, we will be having a eulogy by Mike Jewell at our club meeting this 

week for club member Stan Ford, who died before Christmas. Stan was a loyal and active 

member of our club. I look forward to seeing everyone very soon at our upcoming events.  

Paul 

Paul Albinger Jr 

 

Join us this WEDNESDAY for our monthly club meeting 
Be there at 5:30 for dinner, 7:00 pm for the meeting! The address is 

Rudy’s Country Store and BBQ, 15257 N. Northsight Blvd., 

Scottsdale. 



 



 

 

ARE YOU 

READY TO 

DRIVE??? 
 

Come to our Valley of the Sun Pontiacs club meeting 
THIS WEDNESDAY or contact club president Paul 
Albinger to get details on your driver assignments. 

 
 

2025 Pontiac Cars and Parts Buyer’s Guide now available! 

• new 6th edition! 

• Over a dozen pages of Pontiac parts and cars for 

sale from across Arizona. 

• Listings include descriptions, photos, pricing, and 

contact information. 

Find it at www.valleysunpontiacs.com 

 

Check out "TECH TIME" by Tom Locke 
 

Tech Time is a series of club meeting presentations by Board member Tom Locke on topics 

like upgrading your headlights, understanding oil viscosity, security systems and other 

topics. See the presentations at http://www.valleysunpontiacs.com/news.php 

Tech Time #1 - Upgrading the lights on your Pontiac 

Tech Time #2 - Security Systems - Putting a lock on your ride 

Tech Time #3 - Oil for your Pontiac 

If you have ideas for future topics for Tech Time, contact Tom at gtolockes1@msn.com 

 

http://www.valleysunpontiacs.com/
http://www.valleysunpontiacs.com/news.php


 





 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 



Mecum Auction TV’s 

“Professor” John Kraman 

passes away at 49 
 

John Kraman, who has led the broadcast 

team on Motor Trend TV for Mecum 

auctions for many years and has been a 

life-long Pontiac fan, passed away. 

Reports indicate he was 49. 

He joined Mecum in 2006 and has been 

the director of company relations and the 

company spokesperson at public events. 

But his main role was as lead commentator/analyst for the Motor 

Trend broadcasts at the Mecum auctions across the country. 

Kraman would tell TV viewers about the hundreds of cars and 

trucks that rolled down the red carpet during Mecum auctions. 

Kraman knew something about every car that hit the auction 

block, whether it was a Ferrari or a Fiero.  

In an interview with me for Smoke Signals magazine last year, he 

talked about his 1964 GTO (right) and the classic car market.  
“I bought [the car] in July 1976 for $1,350 in Rockford, Illinois, 

It was owned by the brother of a school chum who had a stunning 

1965 GTO convertible. I am the third owner. 

“The original 389 ci/325 hp mill was gone so I built up a 65' 389 ci block from a Catalina, bored 

out to 400. I added 1967 code 670 big valve heads, a factory RAIV camshaft with 1.50 ratio 

rocker arms and a 1966 Tri-power setup I paid $15 for!  

“It is painted Cameo Ivory with mostly original dark aqua interior. I have recently purchased a set 

of repro Hurst wheels and a mint original 4 spoke sport steering wheel as I approach my 50th 

anniversary of owning this car.  

“It’s what I’d call a high-quality ‘driver,’ and I love it!” 

When asked about the classic car market, Kraman called it “a very [random] market right now, 

and Mecum doesn’t have much control over what cars are actually consigned. So, our auctions 

reflect what people [want to sell.] 

“But for Pontiacs, my sense is the market is still very strong and solid. The big news in the 

Pontiac world goes back to last year with the Chuck Cocoma Collection of rare Ram Air IV 

GTOs. The crown jewel of his fleet — a 1970 GTO Judge convertible in that signature Orbit 

Orange color — brought just over $1 million [at Mecum’s Kissimmee auction].  

“That was a significant car by any standard, but it completely reset the bar for the Pontiac 

marketplace. It’s the first time any Pontiac had sold for that kind of money at a public auction.” 

he said.         – by Mark Neumann 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Officers and Board of Directors, 2024-25 
President: Paul Albinger     Vice-President: Mark Neumann 

Secretary: Georjann Stull       Treasurer: Mike Fleury 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors: Bruce Almond, Tim 

Blattner, Carl Bylander, Lorry Getting, Frank 

Gostyla, Valarie Johnson, Tom Knecht, Tom 

Locke, Mary Sundberg 

Not pictured: Mike Fleury, club treasurer 
 


